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led the longest airlift in history, now longer than
the Berlin airlift, to give food and medicine to
the people there. Secondly, we have enforced
a ferocious embargo which has cost the Serbs,
in particular, dearly. It has virtually wrecked the
Serbian economy. They continue to fight, but
they have paid a terrible price for it economi-
cally. And thirdly, we have tried to work with
our allies at NATO to say that we would use
air power if Sarajevo were subject to shelling
and strangulation again. And finally, we’re sup-
porting the peace process. I hope the parties
will agree. You see, the Serbs and the Croats
have agreed now. The government had been
losing on the ground. They’d been making some
gains so they’ve not agreed to any peace—or
they’re going to have to give, I think, to Mos-
lems, some access to the water in order to get
a peace agreement. They’re a little closer than
I think it looks, but eventually they’re going
to have to agree to that or the fighting will
go on.

Mr. King. Are you optimistic?
The President. Oh, I’ve learned not to be opti-

mistic there. I was optimistic a time or two
and had my hopes dashed.

Mr. King. ——got to take a break.
The President. But the people are still killing

each other because they’re fighting over land.
They’re going to have to reach a territorial ac-
commodation so that all three of those ethnic
groups can live with a reasonable breathing
room there.

Mr. King. We’ll be back with our remaining
moments with President Clinton right after this.

[The network took a commercial break.]

The Presidency
Mr. King. We’re running out of time. Biggest

hope as we enter the second year of the Presi-
dency?

The President. That we can get health care
for all Americans.

Mr. King. Biggest fear?
The President. That democracy will face rever-

sal somewhere in the world and dash my hopes
of having a more peaceful world that has more
trade opportunities and less military dangers for
the United States.

Mr. King. Are you happy?
The President. Oh, yes, and grateful for the

chance to serve and grateful that we’re making
progress. I know a lot of Americans are still
in trouble, and their lives haven’t been affected
yet, but at least we’re facing these tough issues
that have been ignored for too long. And every-
body here gets up and goes to work every day
and works like crazy and I think in a spirit
of genuine hopefulness.

Mr. King. Some said that you even like the
bad days. I mean, you like this job, right?

The President. I like the job. I’m grateful for
the opportunity to serve. The bad days are part
of it. I didn’t run to have a pleasant time. I
ran to have a chance to change the country.
And if the bad days come with it, that’s part
of life. And it’s humbling and educational. It
keeps you in your place.

Mr. King. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 9 p.m. in the Li-
brary at the White House. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With King Hussein of
Jordan
January 21, 1994

Russia

Q. Mr. President, with the key reformers out
of the Russian Government, does that mean that
radical reform is over in Russia?

The President. I wouldn’t go that far. Already
Russia has privatized more rapidly than any of
the other former Communist countries. They

have a much higher rate of privatization than
any of the other countries. But what we’re con-
cerned about obviously is whether they will be
able to manage their inflation problem. And I
think the Secretary of the Treasury said it the
best: We’re going to support democracy, and
we’re going to support the fact that Russia re-
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spects its relationships with other nations, and
those are fundamental to our interest. How
much economic help they can get from the
international community will be directly related
to what kinds of reforms they decide to under-
take. And that I think is the best connection.
They’ll have to make those decisions for them-
selves.

Q. Mr. President, the reformers who were
pushed out were in favor of curbing inflation
by cutting subsidies. The people who are staying
on are the people who fear unemployment.
Which is a bigger threat, and do you favor cut-
ting subsidies or easing the cuts?

The President. As I said, that’s a decision
they’ll have to make. But what we offered to
do and what we still offer to do is to try to
help set up the sort of job training and unem-
ployment and other systems, support systems,
that any market economy has to have. You can’t
blame them for being concerned about the con-
sequences of going to a market economy if
they’re not able to cope with them. And they
need it, and so do all the other countries. And
we’re prepared to help do what we can. But

they’ll have to chart their course, and then we’ll
be there to try to be supportive.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Your Majesty, after the signing of the ac-

cords, the economic accords between the PLO
and the Jordanians and other agreements, how
do you see the coordination continuing, and
when do you expect to meet with Mr. Yasser
Arafat? And how do you see the peace process
going in the next peace round, sir?

King Hussein. I believe that—[inaudible]—
very, very well and recent developments of—
[inaudible]—encouraging. As far as coordinating
the Palestinian—[inaudible]. And it’s all part of
the—[inaudible]—everyone, I believe is, the ma-
jority of the people are convinced that this is
the time and that you must move rapidly to—
[inaudible]. But we’re working on our agenda
and all the items there, and I hope that the
crowning achievement will be a peace treaty.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:15 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Adjustment of the Deficit
January 21, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 254(c) of the Balanced

Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985, as amended (‘‘Act’’) (2 U.S.C. 904(c)), no-
tification is hereby provided of my decision that
the adjustment of the maximum deficit amount,
as allowed under section 253(g)(1)(B) of the Act
(2 U.S.C. 903(g)(1)(B)), shall be made.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

The President’s Radio Address
January 22, 1994

Good morning. This week we saw how events
beyond our control can test the courage and
fortitude of our people.

For many in the eastern half of our Nation,
life is beginning to return to normal after the

harshest stretch of winter in memory. And in
southern California, there was another kind of
disaster. I went to Los Angeles and saw the
devastation that can occur in just a matter of
moments in an earthquake. Freeways were
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